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Dr Tony Parkes
Undoubtedly the highlight of the past 18 months is the announcement that Lion Brewery will,
following its planned purchase of Stone & Wood, donate $1million to Big Scrub Landcare. Stone
& Wood has been a strong supporter of BSL over the years and we extend to its Chairman and
board our heartfelt thanks for securing this wonderfully generous donation. This donation will
enable us to implement our plans for our internationally innovative Science Saving Rainforest
Program and to continue to restore, expand and provide ongoing care for the priceless
remnants of our local critically endangered rainforest.
Turning now to BSL’s activities, I am pleased to report that 2020-21 continued a succession of
excellent years for BSL. We continue to run about $1 million worth of projects and our project
expenditures in 2020-21, principally on our remnant care program, amounted to $350,000,
similar to the previous year.
●

●

The scope of our internationally innovative flagship Program, Science Saving
Rainforests (SSR), has been expanded and now includes 30 threatened species in
addition to the original 23 key canopy and other structural species. We are now looking
at adding another seven canopy species that are commonly used in restoration projects.
The Program is picking up momentum and great progress will be made over the next six
months. The collection of leaf samples for DNA sequencing is now progressing well after
almost two years of Covid-19 restrictions that seriously impeded access to collection
sites. The current schedule is for collections of leaf samples across the whole range of
the 23 structural species and eight threatened species to be completed by the end of
March next year. DNA sequencing and genome analyses should be completed for these
species by the end of June. Genome analyses will identify the target individuals or
populations that will, for each species, provide optimal genetic diversity to avoid
inbreeding depression and provide resilience to climate change, new diseases and new
insects. Propagules (either cuttings, juveniles or seeds) of each targeted individual, or
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individuals in targeted populations, will subsequently be collected and propagated into
planting stock for the seed plantations.
Mark Dunphy and his colleague Jake Lennon have recently been trialling the collection
and propagation of propagules, principally cuttings. The collection of propagules of the
23 structural species and eight threatened species is scheduled to be completed in the
second half of the 2022 calendar year. Propagules will be propagated at Firewheel
Rainforest Nursery under the direction of Mark Dunphy. Expert advice is being provided
by an experienced local horticulturist in this field.
We will lodge next week an Expression of Interest in participating in SoS’s second
Co-Investment Partnership (CPP) Program. We are currently completing the final year of
a successful four year project under the first round of this Program, which is focussing on
the rehabilitation of Boat Harbour and other very high conservation value Big Scrub
remnants. The EOI for second round of the CPP relates to a $1.2m, 4-year project that
will provide the funds we need to progress our SSR program to the establishment of
seed plantations and the first genetically optimised, sustainable planting to restore
lowland subtropical restoration that will incorporate genetically optimised recovery
populations of up to 30 plant species and will provide sustainable habitat for some of the
Big Scrub’s 47 threatened fauna species. We are proposing that SoS and BSL and the
Big Scrub Foundation will each contribute $600,000 to this $1.2 m project.
We already have substantial funding in hand or committed for the SSR Program. The
NSW Environmental Trust, a major supporter of the Program, is providing a $200,000
grant under its Research Program, which will fund the DNA sequencing and a small part
of the genome analyses of 14 species. It has also contributed a $100,000 grant to Big
Scrub Foundation that will fund DNA sequencing and part of the genome analyses of
four species. We expect these funds to be expended over the next six months. The Trust
has also provided funding for site preparation at our DPI plantation site.
The Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney (RBGS) is our major partner and financial supporter.
Professor Maurizio Rossetto, the leader of research at RGBS and one of Australia’s
leading rainforest geneticists, is a wonderful source of technical advice and support.
RGBS is providing in-kind support that covers most of the cost of genome analysis and
laboratory work, including leaf sample cataloging and storage. It is also covering the cost
of DNA sequencing the first eight threatened species.
Big Scrub Foundation has committed to funding leaf sample collection and a further cash
contribution of $600,000. We have signed an MOU with the NSW Government’s
Department of Primary Industries relating to the 5ha plantation site on DPI’s large Big
Scrub property near Wollongbar in NE NSW.
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We are now in the final year of the large four-year project called Conserving endangered
rainforest and its many threatened species in the Big Scrub Region of the NSW North
Coast. This project is being undertaken in partnership with the NSW government in its
Saving our Species Conservation Co-investment Program. In this excellent program,
SoS matches the financial contribution of its partners and provides an additional 15% for
monitoring the project’s outcomes. The Big Scrub Foundation is providing $180,000 over
four years to this project. Big Scrub Landcare is providing a further $84,000. SoS is
matching these contributions and adding 15% for maintenance, providing $294,000 in
total, making this a $554,000 project. SoS was able to contribute a further $50,000 in the
final year, lifting the project’s total finding to over $600,000. The project focuses on the
rehabilitation of a number of very high conservation value remnants, including four
remnants in Nightcap National Park and five NPWS Nature Reserves. This project is
also enhancing the habitat of many threatened species.
We are also running the 14th Big Scrub restoration project funded by the NSW
Environmental Trust.
In addition to these funded projects many of our landholder members have continued to
undertake valuable restoration work on their properties.

Kirralee Donavan, our part-time Manager, decided to move from a part-time to a full-time
position with Rous County Council about two months ago. She did an excellent job during her
time as BSL’s Manger and we thank her for her contribution to our ongoing success. We are
delighted that she is continuing as a member of BSL’s Management Team.
We were very fortunate to secure the services of Renee Borrow, initially as Projects Manager.
She is currently working with us for one day per week while completing her Honours Degree in
Science at SCU. Her broad experience includes working on the genetics of an endangered frog
species, which will benefit our SSR Program. She is already making a major contribution to the
Management Team, particularly grant applications.
Community engagement continues to be a key activity of the Big Scrub Landcare. We have
expanded social media activities and have contracted the services of Chris Byrne for one day
per week. He is doing an excellent job in developing and posting content on our various
platforms. We again delivered six e-newsletters in the 2021 financial year. The 2021 Big Scrub
Day had to be postponed because of Covid19 restrictions and is now scheduled to be held in
February 2022.
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I am pleased to report that we continue to experience good demand for the updated edition of
our Restoration Manual and the Big Scrub Rainforest book.
The Big Scrub Foundation, our sister organisation, continues to make substantial financial
contributions to major projects that are having a significant impact on the condition and recovery
of our critically endangered lowland subtropical rainforest and its many threatened species. It is
contributing about $20,000 pa to supplement the current Environmental Trust’s funding of our
Remnant Care Program. In addition, the Foundation is contributing about $160,000 over four
years towards the SoS Conservation Co-Investment Project. Its commitment to the SSR
Program in the current years is also $160,000. The Foundation’s commitment to contribute
funding has, we believe, had a major impact on the success of Big Scrub Landcare grant
applications for the three current projects: the $604,000 SoS Conservation Co-funding Project,
the Environmental Trust’s $200,000 grant under its Research Program and the $100,000
Environmental Trust grant under its Rehabilitation and Restoration Program.
I, and my colleagues, are more excited than ever about BSL’s future. We are confident we will
secure the $1.2 million funding needed to expand our innovative Science Saving Rainforests
Program that will help save from extinction our local critically endangered lowland subtropical,
rainforest 30 of its threatened species.
It is with great sadness that I note the passing of Julian Lymburner, who was a valued and
dedicated member of the Big Scrub Committee for many years. Julian was a lovely man –
intelligent, with wide-ranging interests and a great sense of fun. He and his wife Stephanie
became professional bush regenerators in order to care for the beautiful remnant on the
property on Coolgardie Road after Stephanie inherited from her mother. Our thoughts have
been with Stephanie.
Finally, I record BSL’s thanks to the many people and organisations that contributed to our
continuing success in 2019-2020, particularly:
●
●
●

Renee Borrow, our new Projects Manager, who has done a wonderful job since joining
us recently;
Our previous Manager Kirralee Donovan, who was a great contributor to our success
prior to accepting a full-time position with Rous County Council;
The members of BSL’s Management Team who do a great job helping to run BSL: Mark
Dunphy, Martin Brook, Renee Borrow, Georgie Jones, Chris Byrne and Kirralee
Donovan;
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The Big Scrub Foundation’s directors and its major donors, who have provided
substantial funding for our Remnant Care and Science Saving Rainforests programs;
Our long-term partner Envite Environment and its wonderful people: Maree Thompson,
Pauline Roatz, Georgie Jones and Dan Cox;
Our project partners, supporters and collaborators including the Saving our Species unit,
the Environmental Trust, Department of Primary Industries Wollongbar, NSW National
Parks and Wildlife Service, Rous County Council, Lismore City Council, Ballina Shire
Council, plus of course the many dedicated landholders whom we work with;
BSL’s many sponsors and donors, including particularly Brookfarm, Stone & Wood, the
Cornell family and others who prefer to remain anonymous.

Tony Parkes AO, BSc (Hons), PhD
President
Big Scrub Landcare
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